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E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: UR, SP 

SUBJECT: BILATERAL APPROACH ON SOVIET TRIALS 

REF: STATE 179532 

1 . POLITICAL COUNSELOR JULY 21 RAISED SHARANSKIY, GINZ- 
BURG, AND ORLOV TRIALS WITH ANTONIO ELIAS MARTINENA, MFA 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, WHO IS THE GOS 
OFFICIAL WITH DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY FOR CSCE MATTERS. 

IN COURSE OF DEMARCHE, HE MADE ALL POINTS PARA 4 REFTEL 
AND STRESSED ESPECIALLY THAT IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT TO UNDERSTAND THAT SUCH FLAGRANT VIOLA 
TIONS OF THE FINAL ACT WILL BE CRITICIZED BY OTHER 
SIGNATORY STATES. 

2. IN REPLY, ELIAS WENT OVER SAME GROUND THAT HIS SUBORD- 
INATE PEREZ GOMEZ DID IN OUR PREVIOUS CONTACT WITH THE 
MFA ABOUT THIS MATTER (MADRID 8191). HE POINTED TO 
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OFFICIAL MFA STATEMENT REGARDING THE TRIALS (MADRID 8135) 

AS WELL AS SIMILAR, BUT MUCH STRONGER, UCD STATEMENT ON 
THE SAME SUBJECT AS IN EFFECT CONSTITUTING OFFICIAL 
SPANISH REACTION. WHILE SPAIN OF COURSE CONDEMNS THE 
SOVIET ACTION, ELIAS SAID, HE HOPED WE WOULD KEEP IN MIND 
THAT THE SPANISH ARE NOT COMPARABLE IN THEIR DEALINGS 
WITH MOSCOW TO MOST OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE HAD 
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LONG TERM RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. MADRID-MOSCOW 
RELATIONS WERE ONLY ESTABLISHED LESS THAN TWO YEARS AGO 
AND IN THAT TIME THE RELATIONSHIP HAS BEEN MARRED BY THE 
FACT THAT FOUR SOVIET SPIES HAVE BEEN EXPELLED FROM SPAIN. 
THE SPANISH FEEL THAT. AS PART OF THEIR EFFORTS TO 
NORMALIZE THEIR FOREIGN POLICY, THEY CANNOT AFFORD TO BE 
OUT FRONT ON ISSUES SUCH AS THIS AND TAKE STRONGER POSI- 
TIONS THAN THOSE ADOPTED BY OTHER WEST EUROPEANS, SUCH AS 
THE FRENCH OR THE GERMANS. ELIAS SAID HE COULD ASSURE US 
THAT THE GOS RESPONSE WAS THEREFORE A CAREFULLY CONSIDERED 
ONE. 

3. ELIAS DID NOT ANTICIPATE FURTHER SPANISH PROTEST OF 
THESE SOVIET TRIALS. HOWEVER, THE SPANISH HAVE NOT AS 
YET HAD ANY RESPONSE FROM THE SOVIETS ON THIS MATTER, 

ELIAS POINTED OUT. IF MOSCOW DOES MAKE A RESPONSE IT IS 
PROBABLE THAT MOST OF THE POINTS SUGGESTED BY US WOULD 
BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SOVIETS AT THAT TIME, HE SAID. 

IN ANY CASE, OUR VIEWS ABOUT HOW TO DEAL WITH SOVIET 
VIOLATIONS OF THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT WOULD BE PASSED ON 
TO THE MINISTER, ELIAS ADDED. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE HE HAD NOT RAISED IT AS AN OFFICIAL 
SPANISH CONSIDERATIONJT WAS CLEAR DURING THE COURSE OF 
THE CONVERSATION THAT MADRID'S POSITION AS HOST OF THE 
NEXT CSCE CONFERENCE WAS AN ADDITIONAL FACTOR INFLUENC- 
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ING THE SPANISH IN THIS REGARD. TODMAN 
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